Update on the management of connective tissue malignancies.
Approximately 11,000 new cases of connective tissue malignancies are anticipated in 2004. These diseases can be divided into soft-tissue sarcomas, sarcomas of bone, and gastrointestinal stromal tumors. Optimal management of these diseases requires a multidisciplinary team with expertise in surgery, pathology, radiotherapy, and chemotherapy. Over half of patients with stage III soft tissue and bone sarcomas are cured, as are some patients with metastatic disease. Imatinib mesylate has been an important advance in the treatment of gastrointestinal stromal tumors.